
  
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
VDL Bus & Coach wins another order of 50 
electric buses for KVG 
 
KVG Kieler Verkehrsgesellschaft mbH and VDL Bus & Coach have reached an 
agreement for yet another order of 50 new generation Citeas with an option for 10 
additional units. The vehicles, based entirely on an electric powertrain, will be 
delivered in 2024 and 2025. With this order, KVG will exceed 100 units of the VDL Bus 
& Coach brand in its fleet. 
 
VDL Bus & Coach is to supply 30 electric articulated new generation Citea LF-181 buses and 20 
electric new generation Citea LF-122 buses. The vehicles will be equipped with battery packs with a 
capacity of 522 kWh (LF-181) and 429 kWh (LF-122) respectively. Furthermore, the new generation 
Citeas for KVG feature a mirror replacement system, which includes cameras instead of mirrors, and 
will also be equipped with a pantograph.  

Thomas Mau, Head of Operations and Technology / Authorised Officer at KVG Kiel: "We are pleased 
to take another step in the transformation of our bus fleet with our partner VDL. Once we have taken 
delivery of the 50 new city buses, more than half of our fleet will consist of battery-powered electric 
buses and VDL vehicles. These vehicles demonstrate a high technical standard and meet our 
requirements to the greatest extent possible. Collaboration, both during implementation of this new 
system and subsequently in the area of after-sales, has been first class in every way and highly 
cooperative." Richard van den Dungen, CCO at VDL Bus & Coach, states: "We are very proud that 
KVG has again chosen VDL Bus & Coach for yet another order of electric city buses. It is a great 
recognition when a highly respected customer like KVG once again trusts you to deliver the goods. 
Following our previous deliveries of Citeas SLF and SLFA Electric in 2020, 2021 and 2022, KVG will 
now get to experience the new generation Citea, which is also ideally matched to their operational 
requirements with its efficient energy consumption and optimal driving characteristics.”  

KVG Kieler Verkehrsgesellschaft mbH and VDL Bus & Coach signed the official contract for the new 
electric buses in the presence of Kiel’s mayor on 13 September. From July next year until 2025, 50 
new electric buses will be delivered to Kiel.  

 
About KVG Kieler Verkehrsgesellschaft mbH 
In 2001, Kieler Verkehrsaktiengesellschaft (KVAG), a business steeped in tradition, was transformed 
into a limited liability company (GmbH) – KVG Kieler Verkehrsgesellschaft mbH. The city of Kiel is a 
100 percent shareholder in the owner-operated municipal enterprise of shareholdings as the service 
provider for local public transport. KVG is a partner in Verkehrsverbund Region Kiel (VRK), which is 
integrated into the state-wide Schleswig-Holstein(SH) fare system. 38 lines serve 769 bus stops in 
the city of Kiel every day around the clock and almost 29 million passengers were transported in 



  
 

 

 

2022. This corresponds to more than 11 million bus kilometres on the road in 2022. With more than 
782 committed employees - 598 of them are bus drivers - KVG plays an important role as an 
employer. With comprehensive offerings, all-round service and modern technology, KVG is a reliable 
partner for local public transport (ÖPNV) in Kiel and around the Kieler Förde.  

 
About VDL Bus & Coach  
The core activities of VDL Bus & Coach consist of the development, production, sales, after sales 
and service of a wide range of public transport buses and coaches. VDL Bus & Coach consists of 
several operating companies that are jointly active on the world market. Production takes place in 
Europe. Quality, safety, durability, the environment, low energy consumption, comfort and low 
maintenance costs are of paramount importance. In the transition to zero emission transport, VDL 
Bus & Coach offers total solutions and is not only a bus supplier but also a system supplier. VDL 
Bus & Coach products are sold through a network of own branches, importers and agents in more 
than 30 countries. For after sales, service and maintenance, the customer can count on fast and 
flawless handling by employees of one of the many service points. A very extensive distribution 
network ensures that spare parts are delivered to their destination as quickly as possible. VDL Bus 
& Coach has become one of the leading bus manufacturers in Europe. 

About VDL Groep 
VDL Bus & Coach is part of VDL Groep. Strength through cooperation. This is the basis of VDL 
Groep, an international industrial family business with its head office in the Eindhoven Brainport 
region, the Netherlands. It was founded in 1953 and now, 70 years later, the third Van der Leegte 
family generation has been at the group’s helm since 2017. VDL Groep has over 16,000 employees 
and operates in 19 countries. The group comprises more than 100 operating companies, each with 
its own specialism, working together intensively. The activities of these companies can be 
summarised in the ‘five worlds of VDL’: Science, Technology & Health, Mobility, Energy & 
Sustainability, Infratech and Foodtech. The combined annual revenue in 2022 amounted to € 5.752 
billion. 
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